The Chairman, after acknowledging the honour done to St. George's Hospital by inviting him to preside, said the object of the meeting was as follows : The British Hospitals Association, in considering the possible effect of the National Insurance Bill from the point of view of the voluntary hospitals, came to the conclusion that it would be a good thing to call a representative meeting of those connected with the voluntary hospitals.
It was felt that that was the only organisation in existence which had the power to call such a meeting. That the decision to do so was the right one was evidenced by the fact that thert were present representatives from over 200 voluntary hospitals in the country, many of whom had been travelling all night in order to attend. On behalf of the Association he wished to state that any measure which tried to improve the condition of the health of the nation must meet with its entire sympathy, and that any difference of view which might be manifest must be on matters of detail, not of principle.
Whatever individual opinions might be as to whether the Bill was a good one or not, of one thing hewas sure, as all would be, that the effect of the Bill must be to alter profoundly the whole system of the voluntary hospitals as it was now known. Many of those present would feel that, in the first place, since all the nurses, servants, and other employees of the hospitals, had to be insured by the hospital, they had to pay their own contribution towards the insurance,, and so long as they were resident in. the hospital they had always in the past been treated classes. The effects of the proposed Insurance scheme "Would be very detrimental in some respects to the work of the Fund, and therefore of the voluntary hospitals of London generally. The contributions were obtained from the working-classes by means of a penny-a-week collection, a collection which was largely supplemented by employers ?f labour. The employers either gave the time and opportunities for the collections, or they gave 10 per cent., 25 per cent., or 100 per cent, to the contributions collected. His point was that if by the new scheme the employers as well as the employed were compelled to contribute to the State scheme, it followed, as night followed day, that the voluntary contributions from the same sources would in great measure be stopped; at least they would be seriously curtailed. Therefore it was very important that those interested in the voluntary hospitals of the country should meet, as was being done then, to bring forward their ideas m reference to the scheme, and place them before the Chancellor of the Exchequer, so that the interests of the voluntary hospitals might be duly safeguarded. With regard to the different benefits his ideas were rather nebulous at present, but with regard to the medical benefits', he thought they would to some extent do away with theso-called abuse of the out-patient department. If properly qualified and experienced men who had been thoroughly trained at hospitals attended working-men at their homesthere would be no need for them to go to a distant hospital. In regard to sanatorium benefit, he thought some such committee as that proposed would be able to place the claims of consumptives and others before Mr. Lloyd George, in order that diseases of that kind might be properly dealt with.
If the health committees were properly instructed and empowered they would begin in the right place, at the home of the patient rather than* elsewhere. He thought that the scheme which had recently been developed in London, and many years ago in Edinburgh, 'establishing anti-tuberculosis dispensaries, might, well be considered by these health committees. He agreed that something should be done in the direction indicated by the motion before the meeting in order to have the claims of London and the country generally put before the; Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
